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RADIOLOGY OF THE LIVER. By James G. McNulty. (Pp xiii+437; figs.
254. £22.00). Philadelphia, London, Toronto: Saunders and Eastbourne:
Holt-Saunders, 1978.
THIS, the thirteenth volume of Saunders Monographs in Clinical Radiology, is another
attractively presented, if expensive, book which claims to be the first comprehensive
treatise on hepatic radiology in the English language. The book ably reflects the rapid
advances in radiology in the diagnosis of disorders of the liver and biliary system, but
the publishers could be considered over enthusiastic since the immediately preceding volume,
also published this year, considers radiology of the gall bladder and the bile ducts.
The author in the first chapter discusses the normal anatomy, and there follows a
comprehensive review of the radiological techniques developed in the investigation of the
liver. It perhaps reflects Dr. McNulty's extensive experience with traditional procedures
that the techniques of percutaneous transhepatic cholangiography, selective arteriography
and the various venographic procedures are comprehensively reviewed, including such
highly specialised techniques as percutaneous transhepatic portal vein phlebography.
The techniques of isotope and gray-scale ultra sound scanning and computed tomography
are reviewed to a limited extent. Due to the rapid progress in these techniques it is inevit-
able that any monograph will be overtaken by events. In disculssion of the various disease
entities undue emphasis is placed on invasive techniques, for example, in the investigation
of mass lesions of the liver, and gall bladder enlargement, the angiographic changes are
described in detail, while C.T. and ultra sound are superficially covered.
The disease processse are clearly set out with chapters on congenital, traumatic,
inflammatory, vascular, and neoplastic disorders, and this leads to repetition but is useful
for reference purposes. The bibliography is comprehensive and the reproduction of the
radiograph is of a high standard.
Dr. McNulty, a graduate of Queen's University, is a recognised authority on the radiography
of liver disease. This book is an excellent source of reference, not only to the radiologist,
but to any specialist with an interest in liver disease.
J.P.B.
PATHOLOGY OF THE PLACENTA. By Harold Fox with contribution by C.
W. Elston. (Pp. xvii+491. Illustrated. £17.50) Philadelphia, London and
Toronto. Saunders and Eastbourne. Holt-Saunders. 1978.
INCREASINGLY over the past fifteen years the extensive and detailed studies on the
pathology of the placenta by Dr. Harold Fox, now Professor of Reproductive Pathology in
the University of Manchester, have been known to workers in this field. These studies
have done much to stimulate interest in this important, but still neglected, subject where
access to he diffuse and varied literature remains difficult. This well illustrated text
describes the individual abnormalities and also the overall pattern of placental disturbances.
It presents not only a complete but also a clear and balanced review of the extensive
literature very skillfully incorporated in the text and with the author's own views clearly
expressed. Pathologists who are prepared to make a careful study of this neglected organ
will find here a highly reliable guide.
The development and structure and the physiology of the organ are briefly dealt with
in single chapters. There is merit in not confusing the pathologist by considerations of
the widely varied anatomy of the placenta in different animals, but today, when many
are far too quick to extrapolate obscrvations made in animals to man, some warning of
these really enormous differences might still be useful in a book which will become a
definitive and authoritative text.
J.E.M.
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